
 

13th March 2017 

Opening Minds to Success; Opening Hearts to Succeed 

 

 

Thank you for your response to World Book Day. The range of books is vast and a lot of time, effort 

and imagination have been spent on making them. Anything that promotes pleasure in reading and 

talk about books helps to demonstrate the importance of reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mrs Squires and her family on the arrival of Samuel Isaac on 21st February. 8lbs 

and 8oz. We wish them all well. 

 

Wellies: We have been invited to enter the Hillingdon in Bloom Plant a Wellie competition. If you 

have any old unused wellies, large or small, please send them in so we can get planting. Any 

gardeners out there who would like to help with the planting, please do get in touch via the school 

office. 

 

 



 

Food allergies: Please update the school if your child has any allergies. Please do 

not include nuts in packed lunches. Some of our children have very severe reactions 

to them.  

 

 

 

 

Pow Wows and Working Groups: We held our second Pow Wow this week. The children discussed 

two issues in their groups: 

1. Plans for the library: the PSA has raised a considerable amount of money towards library 

furniture and books. Miss Murphy has been supporting the library working group (Lola, 

Neil, Oishi, Sophie A, Kate, Alicja, Alfie E, Avneet) to decide on the furniture within the 

budget given to them. Their ideas have been taken to the Pow Wows for approval. The 

Working Party will then report back to the PSA on how their plans are going. 

 

2. The playground: we have been looking at how we can zone the playground so that 

different activities can take place without interfering with each other. The playground 

working group (Cori, Saria, Josie, Ridhaana, Alex, Jamie, Qasim, Ashleigh), also supported 

by Miss Murphy,  have been looking at the zoning and helping to decide what equipment 

might be best outside.They are also helping to tidy up at the end of playtimes and ensuring 

that we all respect the equipment we have. 

 

Attendance: 

 

These figures are the class attendance figures for the whole of the year so far. Our target is 96%. 

The figure for our statutory school aged pupils is 96.5%. 

 

Miss Warren 96.16 

Miss Gilder 96.8 

Miss Neacy 96.65 

Miss Gifford 96.12 

Mrs Matharoo 94.44 

Mrs Raza 97.45 

Miss Murphy 96.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comic Relief: 

Over the last couple of years we have raised over £3, 000 for different charities, including Sport’s 

Relief and the Red Cross. We will be supporting Comic Relief again this year. Children will be able to 

wear red on the day for a donation of £1. We will hold a joke telling festival for anyone who wishes 

to take part. 

 

Workshops for parents: 

We are holding workshops for parents on Tuesday 21st March. We have changed the format slightly 

and have made the workshops more year group or Key stage specific. The workshops are extended 

to 40mins and parents will able to attend two workshops. The workshops begin at 4pm. The 

workshops are for adults only. 

 

Workshop 1: Phonic screening in year 1 
Workshop 2: Phonics for writing Reception/year 1  
Workshop 3: Meeting age related expectations for writing in year 2  
Workshop 4: Grammar for writing Year 1 /2  
Workshop 5: Mark making leading to handwriting  EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) 
Workshop 6: Year 2 SATs survival for parents  
 

 

Dates: 

 

Tuesday 21st March - Writing workshops for parents across the school 

Friday 24th March-  Comic Relief 

 

Car park: A letter has been sent out reminding the school community about the 

importance of extra vigilance and caution when parking around the school.  

Term dates for 2017/18: 

Training Dates: Monday and Tuesday 4th and 5th September 

Autumn term begins for year 1, 2 and 3: Wednesday 6th September 

Half term: week beginning Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 

Last day of term: Wednesday 20th December  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

News from the nursery: 

The Nursery children have enjoyed finding out about different vehicles as part of our Are We There 

Yet?  topic.   We read The Train Ride and created our own train journey using small world 

equipment.   The children had lots of imaginative ideas about what they might see from the train 

and we created a story map then wrote our own version of the story. 

 

We started this week by reading Cool Cars.   This led to lots of construction work making cars.   Here 

are some of our cool cars - 

 
The children were very interested in the different parts of a car and 

we went to look at the cars in the staff car park.   The children have 

been using their knowledge of cars in the role play Garage and 

taking on the role of mechanics.  

 

 

 

 

Next week the children would like to set up a car wash and are very 

interested in finding out about how cars work.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

News from Reception: 

Reception’s topic ‘Stomp Stomp Roar’ began with the children finding a nest of large unusual eggs on 

the field. After lots of discussion the children decided they were dinosaur eggs and looked after 

them carefully.  

The following week the children noticed some large 

footprints along the path. The children realised the 

eggs had been taken.  We found footage on the cctv 

cameras in school of a dinosaur roaming around 

Reception.  The children have been making ‘lookout’ 

dens to try and find the dinosaur that stole the eggs.  

 

 

The children have been writing missing posters and looking for clues to find out 

where the eggs have been.  Dinosaur Mike visited Reception and showed us some 

interesting fossils. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 1: 

Over the last few weeks in English, Year 1 have been learning about Fungus the Bogeyman. We have 

created our own monsters and settings. Next week we will be writing our own stories about our 

monsters so please feel free to talk about this at home. In maths we have been looking at picture 

graphs and created a big class picture graph of illnesses we all had over Christmas. Alongside this we 

have enjoyed learning about hospitals in the past, germs and healthy eating. 

 

We would like to thank everyone for their wonderful book day models, it was 

a pleasure to see the children’s excitement in reading throughout the day.  

 

Please remember to continue writing in your child’s reading record at least 5 

times a week.  

 

 

 

 

 

News from Year 2: 

Over the last few weeks we have been sinking our teeth into a new topic - India! The children have 

really enjoyed looking at the Indian artefacts and books to find out lots of information about the 

features of India. We really enjoyed our trip to Sainsburys where we bought the ingredients to make 

a curry next week...the teachers will have a nice lunch!!  

We have linked our writing to the topic of India by reading and writing the story 

of The Jungle Book. The children have been very creative in their writing. They 

have described the characters and setting very well using their knowledge of 

India to help them.  

Thank you for your continued support,  

The year 2 team. 

 

 

 


